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This lecture is linked to the AHRC-funded project Bearers of the 
Cross: Material Religion in the Crusading World, 1095–c.1300, in 
which Dr Purkis studied the lived, material religion of crusaders 
through a wide-ranging analysis of the texts, art, architecture and 
material culture associated with crusader belief. The project has 
explored the devotional worlds that those who ‘took the cross’ 
inhabited, examining the ritual practices crusaders observed, the 
religious objects and images they treasured, and the sacred spaces 
they shaped and were shaped by. 
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