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Section 2 – Project Information 

Project Title 
 

Synthesis and Evaluation of Novel BCL6 Targeting Degraders for Aggressive 
B Cell Malignancies 

Project Summary  
B-cell lymphoma 6 (BCL6) is a transcription factor that drives aggressive B-cell cancers such as 
diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL), enabling cancer cells to survive and resist treatment. While 
small-molecule inhibitors of BCL6 have been developed, they show limited clinical benefit and none 
remain in clinical development. 
This PhD project takes a cutting-edge approach: targeted protein degradation. Rather than 
inhibiting BCL6, we aim to eliminate it from cancer cells through targeted degradation. This 
strategy, using molecular glue degraders and proteolysis targeting chimeras (PROTACs), is 
pioneering new cancer therapies, with two BCL6 degraders already in clinical trials. 
 
You will design and synthesise novel molecules that induce BCL6 degradation (Dr J.T. Hodgkinson, 
University of Leicester) and evaluate their effects on cancer cell viability and growth (Dr H. Walter 
and Prof M.J. Dyer, University of Leicester) and metabolism (Prof S. Dimeloe, University of 
Birmingham). 
 
This interdisciplinary studentship spans synthetic organic chemistry, chemical biology, and 
translational cancer research, offering access to world-class facilities and joint training at the 
University of Leicester and the University of Birmingham. Ideal for candidates with a background in 
synthetic chemistry, chemical biology, or related disciplines who are motivated to contribute to 
fundamental research with potential for real clinical impact. 
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