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Section 2 – Project Information
	Project Title

	Contesting and co‑creating Earth–Space sustainability

	Project Summary 

We invite applications that deploy innovative deliberative/participatory methods to the problem of connecting civic society to the governance of Earth–space sustainability.

If we accept space is understood not as a frontier detached from Earth, but as an extension of human social, political and ecological systems. Our existing discourses of environmental sustainability and climate action now require incorporation of space into the structures that shape the conditions of life on Earth. This requires attention to how developments in space activity—including any appropriations of the space commons and the rapidly expanding number of actors with launch capabilities—are connected to their terrestrial environmental and social impacts.

These developments raise important questions for research. How might the concept of sustainability need to be re-conceptualised once Earth’s and orbital ecologies are understood as intertwined systems? How are the societal and environmental implications of space activity explained, contested, and legitimised across public, corporate, and political discourses? What expectations does civil society hold regarding the social and environmental responsibilities of the space industry?

At a time when consequential policies and decisions about space activity may be shaped by powerful corporations, private actors, or state agencies with limited civic participation or democratic oversight, further questions arise. How might feelings of public powerlessness be addressed and capacities for engagement and influence strengthened? How can the meaning and practice of Earth–space sustainability be developed through participatory processes that involve civil society in shaping priorities and governance, rather than leaving it as a mere passive bystander to humanity’s move into space.

We invite proposals to explore the emerging challenge of democratising Earth–Space sustainability by investigating how deliberative or other innovative forms of public empowerment might better connect civic society to the shaping of the governance of Earth-Space systems and space industry responsibility in relation to environmental sustainability. Applicants may wish to consider the opportunities afforded by the LCHS to potentially partner with Space Park Leicester and/or the National Space Centre to design experimental engagements. 

Applicants with interests in democratisation, deliberative or agonistic forms of public engagement or empowerment in regard to the implications of an increasingly contested Earth–Space environment are especially encouraged to apply.



