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China Scholarship Council PhD Research Proposal Form
Please fully complete all sections as requested.  

Please refer to the supervisor’s research interests on the subject page you are interested in at https://le.ac.uk/study/research-degrees/research-subjects before preparing your proposal.

The proposal will be reviewed by members of academic staff. Assessors wish to gain a clear understanding of your proposed research topic and existing knowledge. We will also consider the suitability of the project in relation to supervisory expertise and capacity within the School/Department. We recognise that your research questions and methods may change when you begin your research.  

	Your name: 



	Please refer to the staff research interest pages (link above) and name up to two academics in the School/Department who might support your research 
PhD supervisor(s):
School/Department:


	1. Project Title


	2. Research Project Proposal
In your PhD project proposal, please tell us  

(1) A key question, hypothesis or the broad topic for investigation

(2) An outline of the key aims of the research

(3) A brief outline of key literature in the proposed research area [the state-of-the-art]

(4) A description of the topic and an explanation of why further research in the area is important [the gap in the literature - what we need to know, or remaining challenges]

(5) Details of how the research will be carried out, including any special facilities / resources etc. which would be required and any necessary skills which you either have already or would need to acquire [the tools that will enable us to fill the gap you have identified]

(6) A plan and timetable of the work you will carry out

(7) To identify the importance/impact of your research

(8) To show why you are the right person to do this research

 (Maximum word count 500 )

	

	3. Ethics

Do you foresee any ethical issues with your research?
Ethical approval will be needed for any research involving human participants. Research that raises ethical issues such as environmental damage or political and social tensions will also require approval. 
(Maximum word count 100)

	

	4. References
This should be a short list of the key articles and books mentioned in your proposal. Quality is more important than quantity - demonstrating engagement with the literatures both subject-specific and methodological as appropriate.

(suggested word count: 300)

	

	Date proposal submitted:
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