
      

     The Trans -Sahara Project is a major new project  
being undertaken in collaboration with the Libyan De-
partment of Antiquities and funded through a highly 
prestigious European Research Council Advanced Re-
searcher grant, awarded to Professor David Mattingly, 
and receives additional aid from the Leverhulme Trust, 

the Society for Liby-
an Studies and the 
GeoEye Foundation. 
Building on previ-
ous research pro-
jects in the School 
(The Fazzan Pro-
ject, Desert Migra-
tions Project and 
Peopling the Desert 
Project), Trans-

Sahara has an ambitious and challenging set 
of research goals to investigate the nature 
and consequences of the interconnectivity of 
the Trans-Sahara zone, and the Garamantes 
civilisation in particular. Ultimately we aim to 
uncover new paradigms of an interconnected 
Trans-Saharan world in the pre-Islamic peri-
od that will change the academic landscape 
and create an enhanced African perspective. 

     The project, headed by David Mattingly 
supported by two postdoctoral fellows (Drs 
Victoria Leitch and Martin Sterry) will com-
bine state-of-the-art archaeological fieldwork 
with cutting -edge laboratory analysis, satel-
lite remote sensing and artefactual studies, 
backed up by innovative theoretical model-
ling and critical engagement with published archaeo-

logical material and histori-
cal sources.  

   The project team 
overall comprises inter-
disciplinary researchers 
with specialisations in 
pre-history and historic 
archaeology, history, 
anthropology and palaeo
-anthropology, genetics, 
isotopic analysis and 
scientific dating tech-
niques; we are also 
joined by researchers at 
the University of Cam-
bridge, led by Dr Marta 
Lahr. 
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Other Bulletin highlights: 

     Four major conferences will be held to present key 
research ideas and debates and to develop an active 
dialogue with invited experts in the field. With the 
emphasis on open access, the core data will be availa-
ble via searchable web catalogues made available 
through the Universityôs Leicester Research Archive. 
As well as books and conference proceedings, annual 
interim reports will appear in specialised journals.  

    Four workgroups will explore the following themes:  

¶ Urbanisation and State Formation within the 

different sub-regions of the Trans-Saharan zone to 
the Islamic era. Differences between Garamantian 

settlements and contemporary 
nucleated settlements to north 
and south will be investigated.  

¶ Trade : testing and exploring 

the nature and scale of pre-
Islamic trans-Saharan contact 
through detailed studies of the 
artefactual remains and question-
ing how far plants, animal and 
humans were traded. 

¶ Mobile Technologies and ide-

as exchange, such as the adop-
tion of irrigation technology, met-
allurgy or advanced pyrotechnolo-
gy. 

¶ Human Mobility and Identi-

ty: using scientific methods to look for the ethnic 
composition of Garamantian society, and using the 
material culture and burial rituals to debate expres-
sions of evolving identity across the Saharan com-
munities. 

THE TRANS-SAHARA 

RESEARCH PROJECT 
By David Mattingly, Victoria Leitch 

and Martin Sterry  

Images © Toby Savage 
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 Wednesday morning at 3am... The only way if Iôm going to meet Bulletin edi-
tor Neilôs deadline for School News! Actually I am being economical with the 

truth, but it feels that way after another incredibly hectic but highly successful 

year at the School. Indeed, this year saw several important new initiatives. The 
MA in Archaeology is successfully up and running and will we hope be even 

more popular when the planned strand in human bioarchaeology is added next year. Our new BA in Ancient History 
& Classical Archaeology by Distance Learning will launch after Christmas and is recruiting encouragingly. October 

saw a record intake of research postgraduates and the number of PhDs awarded in 2011 was also a record. Thanks 
to all my colleagues who have worked hard to make these developments possible. We were delighted when the 

University accepted our suggestion that Michael Wood should be awarded an honorary doctorate and Michael duly 

graduated alongside our own students in July this year. What with The Story of England, Alice Robertôs Digging for 
Britain (also BBC2), which featured our Burrough Hill field school this July, Lin Foxhall talking about luxury in an-

cient Greece on BBC4 and Gillian Hargreaveôs report for Radio 4ôs Today programme the day the students got their 
results (with a record number of first class degrees), there has hardly been a month when the School has not fea-

tured in the media.  

In the course of 2011, the School said its good byes to three long serving members of staff, all of whom 
will be much missed. Audrey Horning left to take up the Chair of Archaeology at Queenôs Belfast; Mark Pluciennik 

retired after eight highly successful years as Director of DL and Ian Reeds left to pursue other interests. Our thanks 

and best wishes to them all, as well as to Jago Cooper who has taken up a post at UCL. Since Mark left, he has 
turned his hand to the manufacture of salami (they are delicious!), even starting up his own business and now tak-

ing orders, whilst Audrey, along with Alasdair Brooks and Sarah Tarlow, was instrumental in securing the Society of 
Historical Archaeology 2013 Annual Meeting for Leicester; it is only the second time this prestigious conference has 

been held outside the USA. 

We were fortunate to be allowed to appoint three new lecturers in the wake of these departures and are 
delighted to welcome Jo Appleby as lecturer in Human Bioarchaeology, Craig Cipolla as Lecturer in Historical Ar-

chaeology and Oliver Harris as Lecturer in Prehistory (see p.3 opposite). During the summer, Oliver and the col-

leagues with whom he is conducting a long-term fieldwork project on the Ardnamurchan peninsula in western Scot-
land excavated an intact Viking boat burial, one of only five in Britain. When finally announced in October, news of 

the find caused a media frenzy. We are delighted to welcome back Alistair Brooks as Teaching Fellow in Historical 
Archaeology and Martin Sterry as a Research Associate (RA) working with David Mattingly. Other new arrivals are 

Victoria Leitch, also working with David on his Trans-Sahara project and Zoe Dyndor (as RA), Stephanie Maksi-

movic (Administrator) and Floris Tomasini (RA from 
December) working with Sarah Tarlow on her new pro-

ject, The Power of the Criminal Corpse. 

Davidôs grant from the European Research 
Council, the first awarded to the University, and Sa-

rahôs, which is from the Wellcome Trust, have helped 
make this a record year for research income to the 

School. Space does not permit me to list all other suc-

cessful grant applications, but special mention can be 
made of Deirdre OôSullivan and Ruth Young ï along 

with all their student collaborators ï who were awarded 
an AHRC Networks Grant for the Leicester Faith Trail. 
This innovative project had its origins in the Level 2 

Professional Skills module and has won wide praise.  
See our revamped School Research web pages on cur-

rent projects for more information!  

Regarding smaller new arrivals, many congrat-
ulations to Constantina Katsari and her partner on the birth of twins Eliana and Petros, to Richard Thomas and Hei-

di on the birth of their third son, Henry, and to Stefan Krmnicek and his wife on the birth of their first child, Ka-
roline. Congratulations also to Debbie Miles-Williams and Selena Thraves on their re-grading, and to our PhD post-

graduate Anna Booth (depicted above right with Audrey Horning), who was one of the team who shared Current 
Archaeologyôs 2011 Golden Trowel award for their part in the excavation of the Frome Hoard.  

And a final wider thanks to everyone else, staff and student alike, who has contributed to making this yet 

another highly successful year in the School. 

NEWS FROM THE 

SCHOOL  

By Professor Colin 

Haselgrove  



DR OLIVER HARRISñFRESH FROM HIS    

VIKING BOAT FINDñJOINS THE SCHOOL 

     Oliver Harris studied archaeology and prehistory at the Universi-
ty of Sheffield, followed by a Masters in the European Neolithic and a 
PhD at Cardiff University, where he focused on archaeological theory 
and the Neolithic of Britain. Since then he has continued to study 
both of these areas, although other things keep getting in the way. 
First was a postdoc in Cambridge where he researched how the hu-
man body has been understood through time, covering almost all 
times and places in Europe except the British Neolithic. He then 
moved to Newcastle on a Leverhulme Early Career fellowship which 
focused on the topic of community which did thankfully allow him 
back to study his favourite period.  

     Oliver co-directs the Ardnamurchan Transitions Project which 
examines the long-term occupation of Britain's most westerly penin-
sula and has seen him excavate sites from the Neolithic to the 19th 
century AD, with a Viking boat burial thrown in for good measure. 
(You might have heard about thaté!) He has published articles in 
World Archaeology, Cambridge Archaeological Journal and Archaeo-
logical Dialogues and is currently completing a co-authored mono-
graph on the research 
he conducted in Cam-
bridge.  

     His main research 
remains Neolithic Brit-
ain but he is interested 
in most theoretical 
topics you care to 
name, and he is now 
at least passably 
knowledgeable about 
the Vikings as wellé! 
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ETRUSCAN 

AND ROMAN 

POOR EXPERT 

EMMA-JAYNE 

GRAHAM 
 
I studied archaeology 

at the University of 

Sheffield and since 

then I have spent time 

as a Fellow at the British School at Rome, digging 

Roman villas in Cambridgeshire, and as a lecturer at 

Cardiff University and the University of St. Andrews. 

I am currently a Teaching Fellow in Roman Archaeol-

ogy and, amongst other things, responsible for writing 

a new Distance Learning module. My research inter-

ests focus on culture and identity in Roman Italy, pri-

marily memory, mortuary practices and attitudes to-

wards the corpse, but I also work on concepts of the 

ancient body and the embodied construction of identi-

ty more broadly. I have just started a new project con-

cerning óSwaddled infants and the terracotta votive 

tradition in ancient Italy (4th-1st century BC)ô which 

has been supported by the British Academy Small 

Research Grant scheme and is allowing me to think 

about the living for a change (and to spend time in 

Italian museum archives). Away from archaeology I 

like (although am not very good at) climbing and 

playing tennis and am a little obsessed with penguins. 

Image left:  Immense powers of concentration at work as Oliver 
works out how to join the dots up on his site plan 

       5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǝƳŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǉǳƛŜǘ ¦[!{ нлмм Ƙŀǎ 
ǎŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ  !ǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ 
ŀǘ .ǳǊǊƻǳƎƘ Iƛƭƭ όǎŜŜ ǇǇΦс-тύΣ ŬŜƭŘǿƻǊƪ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴǳƭǝ-ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ YƛǊƪōȅ 
aŀƭƭƻǊȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ .ǊƻƴȊŜ !ƎŜΣ ōǳǊƛŀƭǎΣ LǊƻƴ !ƎŜ ŀƴŘ wƻƳŀƴ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ !ƴƎƭƻ-{ŀȄƻƴ 
ǎǳƴƪŜƴ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΣ Ǉƛǘ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎ ŀǘ bƻǊǘƘŀƳǇǘƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ .ǊƻƴȊŜ ŀƎŜ ōǳǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ wƻƳŀƴ ǎŜǧƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ /ŀǎǘƭŜ 5ƻƴƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ 
.Ǌƻƻƪǎōȅ vǳŀǊǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ рллΣллл ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ .ȅǘƘŀƳ ǊƛǾŜǊ Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘΦ hŦ ǘƘŜ мсл ǇŀƭŀŜƻƭƛǘƘƛŎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀǊǊȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ-ǎƛǘǳΦ 

       wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ǘŜƴ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ [ȅƴŘŜƴ /ƻƻǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ǳǎŀƴ wƛǇǇŜǊΩǎ IŜƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ .ǊƛŘƎŜǎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ƻƴ 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ммǘƘ-моǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜƴǘ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀǘ {ƴƛōǎǘƻƴ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ tŀǊƪ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ LǊƻƴ !ƎŜ 
ǎŜǧƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴǎ ƻŦ [ŜƛŎŜǎǘŜǊ ōȅ WƻƘƴ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ bŜƛƭ CƛƴƴΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ 9ȅŜ 
YŜǧƭŜōȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ±ƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ [ŜƛŎŜǎǘŜǊ ōȅ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ .ǳŎƪƭŜȅΣ aŀǘƘŜǿ 
aƻǊǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǝǎǘ aƛƪŜ /ƻŘŘΦ .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ aƛƪŜΩǎ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ŜƛŎŜǎǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ LǊƻƴ !ƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ-ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘŎǊƻǎǎ vǳŀǊǘŜǊ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǝƻƴǎΦ wŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƭŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ммлл ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇǊƛƴǘ ǊǳƴΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇŀǇŜǊōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ²ŀǘŜǊǎǘƻƴŜΩǎ [ŜƛŎŜǎǘŜǊ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΗ  [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘΣ ±ƛŎƪƛ {ŎƻǊŜΩǎ 
ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Iŀƭƭŀǘƻƴ LǊƻƴ ŀƎŜ ǎƘǊƛƴŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ рллл LǊƻƴ !ƎŜ ŀƴŘ wƻƳŀƴ ǊŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ Ŏƻƛƴǎ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ 

       ¦[!{ ǎǘŀũ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬŜƭŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ ƻŦ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ WǳƭȅΦ 
hǘƘŜǊ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ .ǳŎƪƭŜȅΩǎ ǘŀƭƪǎ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ŀǊŎŜƭƻƴŀΦ ! ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ Ŏƻƭƭŀōπ
ƻǊŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ±ƛŎƪƛ {ŎƻǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Iŀƭƭŀǘƻƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŬŜƭŘǿƻǊƪ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǝƎŀǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎŜƻǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǿŜƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ моǘƘ-ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ {ŀƛƴǘ aƻǊǊƛƭǎΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭΦ 

ULAS 
NEWS  

By Patrick 
Clay  
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THE DISTANCE LEARNING NEWS PAGE    

A 2011 update from Dr Ruth Young  

(Director of Distance Learning Strategy)  
 

     This has been a year of changes in the Schoolôs Distance Learning section, and easily the biggest change 

of all was the retirement of Dr Mark Pluciennik in May.  Mark had been the Director of Distance Learning in 

the School of Archaeology and Ancient History since 2003, 

when Dr Alan McWhirr, the previous (and first) Director of 

DL retired.  Mark was passionately committed to DL, to mak-

ing sure those DL students had the opportunity to study for 

high quality archaeology qualifications from the University of 

Leicester.  With the help of Selina, Kathy, Lara and Dipti in 

the DL office, plus of course numerous academics working to 

produce and maintain materials, as well as teach and mark 

each module, Mark was indeed able to provide a series of very 

special DL courses.  Under Markôs leadership the DL portfolio 

expanded to include new MAs in Historical Archaeology and 

the Archaeology of the Classical Mediterranean, and new un-

dergraduate programmes of the Level 2 Diploma in Archaeol-

ogy and the BA in Archaeology. These courses have helped 

make Leicester unique among archaeology providers by dis-

tance learning in the world, and we are all incredibly proud of 

what we do at Leicester. Mark also continued his long stand-

ing interest in archaeological theory, publishing widely and 

also writing the really interesting Level 2 Archaeological Theo-

ry module, and he co-directed the Torcicoda Project in Enna, 

Sicily, exploring rural landscapes in different periods. Thank 

you Mark, for all that you have done for DL at Leicester - we will all miss you.  And the very best of luck with 

your new sausage-making venture. 

     2011 has also seen the approval of a whole new degree programme to be delivered via distance learning: a 

BA in Ancient History and Classical Archaeology and is being created under the control and vision of Dr 

Andy Merrills. This new BA will of course draw on some of the key research and teaching strengths of 

Leicester, namely our unique combination of archaeology and ancient history within the School, along with 

our concentration of classical archaeologists. Exciting new modules include Introduction to Language Skills, 

being written by Dr Gillian Ramsey, and Roman Archaeology, being written by the Schoolôs new teaching 

fellow, Dr Emma -Jayne Graham.  We hope to have our first students enrolled on this degree in early 2012. 

     The DL office and School Administrator Sharon North have been taking part in an exciting ósystems 

thinkingô review of processes and procedures in distance learning.  The School of Archaeology and Ancient 

History has been selected as the first department in the university to explore the ways in which we currently 

administer all aspects of our DL programmes and put in place new systems, which we hope will improve 

what we do immensely for our students, our office staff, and also academic staff.  The next few months will 

be challenging, particularly for Sharon, Selina, Lara, Kathy and Dipti, but with the able support of Dr Nick 

Ray and Julia Nikolaus who have been helping out the DL team, we hope to emerge in a few months with a 

much better, more efficient system. 
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Greetings from the Western Shore of the 
Atlantic!  Recent research on North Ameri-

can prehistoric projectiles  
 

 John Thornton Hilleary , a current and enthusiastic distance 
learning archaeological student with the University of Leicester, was recently appointed site archaeologist for a trinity of 
county organizations including: the Morgan Cabin Citizens Committee, the Berkeley County Historical Landmarks Com-
mission, and the Berkeley County Historical Society, all of which are located in Berkeley County, West Virginia, USA. 

 Alongside his studies, John has recently been assisting with the historical society where he has been engaged in the 
identification of an enigmatic and unverifiable plethora of eastern North American prehistoric projectile points ï these 
going on display within the Society museum from late Spring, 2011. In total, lithic tools of 25 ancient Indian cultures from a 
variety of mid -Atlantic eco-zones and comprising a multiplicity of typologies have been identified consisting of West Vir-
ginia petro graphic materials including chert, quartz, silicious slate and quartzite. Non indigenous lithic species encompass 

banded, porphyritic and mottled rhyolite from Pennsylvania sus-
pected of having manuported into what is now West Virginia 
through the auspices of aboriginal warring and regional trading 
activities over the millennia.  

 For those keen on the technology and cultures, the pro-
jectile chronology researched touches on a bisected Upper Paleo- 
Indian/Lower Archaic time frame with the side -notched Big 
Sandy and Lerma points being represented at 8000-7500BC fol-
lowed by the well executed side-side-notched and serrated Kirk 
point at 6000BC. Early, Mid and Late Woodland projectiles are 
sufficiently appointed from the Glengary, Tuscarora and Falling 
Waters regions with a conspicuous number  of Levanna and Yad-
kin triangular points dominating the Society collection and da-
ting from the start of the first millennium AD all the way up to 
European Contact. 

       Part of the exciting archaeological endeavor involves microscopic investigation of the almost physically and chemically 
indestructible quartz, and cryptocrystalline flint specimens to ascertain prehistoric human induced abrasion, scratches and 
blemishes that transpired during animal protein processing, wood working and probable attempts at tool recutting. The 
tool analyses, furthermore, dramatizes a specialized challenge for weathered rhyolithic projectiles in regard to centuries of 
surficial chemical decomposition from an initial freshly cut rhyolite projectile into a devitrified artifact, and mechanics c on-
nected with measuring the geologic change, and a correlation drawn between a geochemical analysis and the age of primae-
val ethnologies.  All very inspiring and rewarding work!  

 Johnôs former archaeological work has included excavations through the University of Maryland at a Paleo-Indian 
burial site in southern Maryland and in England at Middleton Stoney. More recent archaeological indulgences have oc-
curred at his own historic farm in the eastern panhandle of West Virginia, Cool Spring Farm, the site of an 18th-century cel-
lar. After four excavation seasons over 35 industries have been revealed. The State of West Virginia has already given the 
site official recognition.  

  Jess McCullough has a background in 

history. He graduated cum laude from the 

College of St. Scholastica with a B.A. in 

History and a minor in Medieval & Renais-

sance Studies (2005). This led to a re-

search assistantship and an M.A. at Mar-

quette University in 2007. The University 

of Leicesterõs DL Ph.D. program (which he 

began this October, coming over to meet his supervisors, other School 

staff and fellow PhD students in Induction Week) appealed to him for its 

flexibility and reputation, and his current doctoral research is on the 

Christianization of the Norse Greenland colonies. He lives on the shore of 

the largest lake in the world with his wife, Harmony, and daughter Cora. In 

the summer he operates a 25õ trebuchet with friends for fun... Thatõs op-

erating it with them, not firing his friends off with the trebuchet!!  

MEET A DISTANCE 

LEARNING PHD 

STUDENT: JESS 

McCULLOUGH 
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A busy and successful second season of 

excavation at Burrough Hill, near Mel-

ton Mowbray in Leicestershire took 

place in June and July 2011. Burrough 

Hill is the finest example of a large uni-

vallate (single banked) hillfort in Leices-

tershire and has protected status as a 

Scheduled Monument. The hillfort has 

received attention by antiquarians and ar-

chaeologists alike from at least the 16th 

century but despite several small-scale ex-

cavations in the past, the origins and de-

velopment of the site are poorly under-

stood. 

In 2010 the School of Archaeology and 

Ancient History began a new research pro-

ject focussed on the hillfort and surround-

ing landscape to try and address this gap in 

our knowledge. The project is designed as 

a five year combined research and training 

programme and is run jointly be staff 

members from the School and our in-

house archaeological unit, ULAS. Excavation training is offered to c.90 undergraduate and Distance Learning stu-

dents who are involved in a wide range of on-site recording techniques. The Burrough Hill project will not only help 

in understanding the site itself, but also has the scope to inform greatly on Iron Age settlement and populations in the 

Midlands and on how such sites were used in the Roman period and beyond.  Work has also begun on putting the 

hillfort into the context of its environs, with the help of local volunteer fieldwalkers who are scouring the fields at the 

base of Burrough Hill on the lookout for new sites as part of the Leicestershire County Council Community Archae-

ology Scheme. 

Preliminary work in 2010 involved a geophysical survey of the interior and immediate eastern environs. This re-

vealed a mass of activity within the hillfort and surprisingly, evidence for settlement outside the defensive ramparts.  

Within the hillfort several hundred pits, small enclosures and roundhouses were revealed, while a small settlement of 

roundhouses and enclosures lay to the east, outside the main entrance. The first season in 2010 re-visited two of the 

earlier excavations (Trenches 1 & 2), learning much about the construction of the hillfort entrance and outer rampart.  

This yearôs excavations were located 

to look at the extramural settlement 

lying on flat land to the east and also 

BURROUGH HILL ð        

THE 2011 SEASON  

 

Photos: Top: View of Trench 3 show-

ing the three main structures under 

excavation: the two roundhouses in 

the foreground and on the left & the 

d-shaped enclosure lies in the back-

ground.   

Left: Trench 4 showing the main 

rampart core, large burial pit 

(bottom centre), entrance road and 

wall (bottom left) and entrance 

chamber (centre) 

Opposite: Close up of Trench 4 

showing the upstanding stone walls 

of the entrance chamber with inter-

nal floor layers and central hearth 

By John Thomas & Jeremy Taylor 
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 Trench 3 targeted the extramural settlement and two roundhouses, a d-shaped enclosure 

and several large pits were comprehensively excavated by the end of the season (see be-

low). Both roundhouses were represented by eaves-drip gullies only, unusually with each 

having a north-east facing entrance. The buildings produced an array of Iron Age pottery, 

daub and animal bone and their locations within the eaves-drip gullies were carefully 

recorded so that analysis of deposition patterns can be undertaken. The d-shaped enclo-

sure proved quite tricky to define but once everyone had their eye in a two-phased struc-

ture, also with a north-eastern entrance, was revealed. This enclosure has Iron Age ori-

gins but contained numerous Roman finds in the final ditch silts, suggesting it only fell 

into disuse at the end of the Iron Age. Further Roman evidence was recovered from a ditch that formed part of a 

large rectangular enclosure probably for livestock set north of the settlement. Pottery and a 3rd-century Roman coin 

from this feature have helped begin to characterise the nature of post-Iron Age activity in the land immediately out-

side the hillfort. Various pits were also excavated, one partially clay-lined and probably used for grain storage. Iron 

Age pottery and bone was recovered from several pits, while one contained the near complete upper half of a beehive 

quern, this made of millstone grit from the Pennines, supporting an image of wide reaching contacts in the Iron Age. 

Another pit had evidence for iron-working and 

a complete iron spear-head.  

Trench 4 extended last yearôs trench in the 

hillfort entrance with the aim of learning more 

about the construction of the entrance passage 

and to investigate the remainder of the entrance 

chamber/guard room. Further evidence for the 

rampart construction was revealed and two 

clear phases of development could be seen. A 

midden to the rear of the rampart contained 

much Iron Age pottery, animal bone, two lower 

pieces from beehive querns and a late Iron Age 

brooch. 

The eastern half of the entrance chamber/guard 

room proved to be quite spectacular in its 

preservation, with upstanding walls and multi-

ple floor levels, as hinted at from last yearôs 

work. Once the backfill layers were removed 

various clay and silt floors and hearths were 

revealed, some with good assemblages of pottery and animal bone. At the main hearth, crushed pottery and bone 

were littered around the fire, like a living surface frozen in time. 

The big surprise came from a large pit beneath the entrance road, which contained the crouched inhumation of a 

young adult male. He had been buried with some respect in a stone cist, probably topped with a cairn, and was re-

markably well-preserved. Interestingly this burial pre-dated the rampart extension, while a partially revealed pit to 

the east pre-dated the earlier phase of the entrance rampart. Both should provide useful dating evidence for the devel-

opment of the hillfort entrance. 

Outreach work and public involvement were prominent features this year. A grant from the Ernest Cook Trust, who 

own Burrough Hill, enabled us to employ an Education Officer and we had a number of very successful school visits 

that we intend to build upon in future seasons.  A resource pack was also produced to accompany their visits and pro-

vide activities for follow on lessons. We also had a day when the Young Archaeologists Club helped out, and a three 

day Summer School to enable a group of 15/16 year olds to participate in the excavation. Our open day attracted 

over 600 visitors, while the annual guided walk brought in another 100 people. Finally, we have helped to take the 

excitement of Burrough Hill to a much wider audience by being involved with two new archaeology programmes for 

the BBC; the first, Digging for Britain, was broadcast in September; the second, a new Michael Wood programme 

following on from his Kibworth series, will air next Spring.     

For more information and images visit: 

http://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/archaeology/research/projects/burrough-hill-iron-age-hillfort 

http://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/archaeology/research/projects/burrough-hill-iron-age-hillfort
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MASTERING ANCIENT GREECE  

     This last Easter, students on the MA in the Classical Mediterranean  went on 

a week long study tour to Athens. We had a very busy week visiting museums, 

sites and monuments across the city, as 

well as taking two day trips to visit the 

sites of Eleusis, Thorikos and Sounion. 

The trip allowed all of us, both students 

(many of these studying by Distance 

Learning) and staff (i.e. myself and 

Melissa Vetters of the Tracing Net-
works project), to meet each other in 

person and to put some faces to names. 

It was also a brilliant opportunity for 

students to immerse themselves fully in 

the classical world, waking up to views 

of the Parthenon in the morning and 

spending each day surrounded by the 

physical remains of the ancient world.  

     From prehistoric tombs to late an-

tique fortification walls, we explored the 

full chronological range of the classical past, 

thinking about the changes and continuities in Athenian life over many centuries. We visited cemeteries 

such as the Kerameikos, cult centres such as the Temple of Poseidon at Eleusis, and economic hubs such 

as the Roman and Athenian agoras. The archaeological remains themselves were of course a crucial focus 

of the visit, but we were also interested in the way the classical past was presented to the visitor. In 

particular the new Acropolis Muse-

um, with its innovative architec-

ture and purpose built galleries, 

made us re-think the ways we look 

at classical sculpture and how we 

interpret its social meaning.  

     But perhaps the most unforget-

table experience of the trip was 

our long hike up to the summit of 

Thorikosõ acropolis. We were re-

warded, not only by being able to 

explore some Bronze Age tholos 

tombs, but also with a breathtak-

ing view over the ancient theatre 

and city of Thorikos, out across 

the Aegean Sea.  After that, we 

rounded off the whole trip with a 

hearty lunch together at a traditional taverna on the beach - the perfect end to an exhausting but very 

rewarding week!             

           Naoise Mac Sweeney  

The learned MA study 
group gather to soak up 

sun, culture and antiquity 
at the stunning Temple of 

Poseidon at Sounion  

Some of the MA students playing ancient hide and seek 
at the sanctuary of Demeter and Kore at Eleusisé.! 
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     A number of books have been published this year by the staff of the School, covering 
the Greek and Roman worlds, cross-disciplinary themes and Historical Archaeology. For 
the east Mediterranean we can flag: Graham Shipleyôs study of the text, translation, and 
historical commentary of the Greek geographer, Pseudo Skylax, Pseudo-Skylaxôs 
Periplous: The Circumnavigation of the Inhabited World (Phoenix Press/Exeter University 
Press); and Naoise MacSweenyôs Community Identity and Archaeology: Dynamic Commu-
nities at Aphrodisias and Beycesultan (University of Michigan Press). 

     Several further books cover different aspects of the Roman world, demonstrating the Schoolôs strengths in this area. David 
Mattinglyôs Imperialism, Power and Identity: Experiencing the Roman Empire (Princeton University Press) uses insights from 
postcolonial studies of modern empires to challenge views of the civilising and assimilative nature of the Roman Empire. Si-
mon Jamesô Rome and the Sword (Thames & Hudson) provides new perspectives on Roman history by focusing on the sol-
diers and their actions. Constantina Katsariôs The Roman Monetary System (Cambridge University Press), is a comprehen-
sive study of the workings of the system in the Eastern provinces from the Augustan period to the third century AD, when the 
Roman Empire suffered a monetary and economic crisis. And Marijke van der Veenôs, Consumption, Trade and Innovation: 
Exploring the Botanical Remains from the Roman and Islamic Ports at Quseir al-Qadim, Egypt (Africa Magna Verlag Frank-
furt), studies the food remains discovered at this port and offers important information about the ancient spice trade. Also from 
North Africa and by David Mattingly, with D. Stone, and N. Ben Lazreg, is Leptiminus (Lamta): A Roman port city in Tunisia, 
Report no. 3, The Urban Survey (JRA Supplement, Portsmouth RI), offering extensive analysis of the siteôs surface archae-
ologies.  Following chronologically from these books are Neil Christieôs The Fall of the late Roman West, Bloomsbury and 
Andy Merrillôs and Richard Milesô The Vandals (Wiley-Blackwell), which is part of the series óThe Peoples of Europeô; both 
volumes draw on a full range of archaeological and historical evidence.  

     Lin Foxhallôs Studying Gender in Classical Antiquity, Key Themes in Ancient History (CUP, in press) provides an important 
resource for this growing field of study. And last but certainly not least is Sarah Tarlowôs The Burden of the Flesh: ritual, belief 
and the dead body in early modern Britain and Ireland (also CUP), which is the first to incorporate archaeological evidence of 
early modern death and burial, and address new questions about the materiality of death. 

     There have been some new and exciting ULAS monographs in this last year and others are imminent: first we can note 
Monograph 19, John Thomasô Two Iron Age 'Aggregated' Settlements in the Environs of Leicester. Excavations at Beaumont 
Leys and Humberstone, which is an important addition to the literature on the East Midlands Iron Age, describing two of the 
largest Iron Age settlements yet excavated in Leicestershire and providing new evidence on settlement origins, development 
and changes over time, with key sections on social structure and lifestyle, economies, material culture and trade networks. 
Volume 20 is Bronze Age Ceremonial Enclosures and Cremation Cemetery at Eye Kettleby, Leicestershire: The development 
of a prehistoric landscape by Neil Finn, who describes results of extensive excavation of a prehistoric landscape with evi-
dence of activity from at least the Mesolithic through to a monument complex and later cemetery in the Bronze Age. The site 
provides an unparalleled insight into the development of Bronze Age funerary practices in the Midlands.  
      Finally, imminent is Vicki Scoreôs Hoards, Hounds and Helmets : A Conquest-Period Ritual Site at Hallaton, Leicestershire 
detailing and interpreting a ritual site with its buried hoards of coins, Roman helmets (see image of cheek-piece with cavalry-
man) and other valuables, guarded by ritually sacrificed dogsðall forming one of the most crucial discoveries in the east Mid-
lands and guiding us on transitions contacts and display from the late Iron Age to the early Roman period.   
      And rememberðall the monographs can be ordered from the School, ULAS and from the University bookshop! 
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PHOTO CAPTION 
COMPETITION!  

 

Well, these new undergraduates 
seem to be becoming more varied in 
their origins, but at least they seem 

to know their way around a 
bookshelf... 

 

Ideas for suited captions on an e-
card to the editor, please! As 

normal, although no one seems to 
pay notice to this, we request that 

entrants attach a £10 note for major 
administrative purposesé paper 
clips are expensive, you know! 



By Martin Sterry, David Mattingly and  

Victoria Leitch 
 

With fieldwork to do in three different oases last winter we 
knew this was going to be our most complicated and am-
bitious season yet. January in the Fazzan went by in a 
blur. The Burials and Identities team dug tombs in both 
the Kings' and Queens' cemeteries, close to the Gara-
mantian capital of Jarma. Midway through, a small sub-
group of the team conducted a brief  exploratory survey in 
the Murzuq area (c.200 km south-east from Jarma). The 

purpose was to visit on the ground a selection of the spec-
tacular sites we had been recording from satellite images. 
Guided by GPS and Google Earth, in just 5 days we sur-
veyed a staggering 80 separate settlements, field systems 
and cemeteries, with only occasional stops for tea! 

What we found exceeded all expectations. The bulk of the 
fortified villages we had mapped turned out to have been 
built by the Garamantes and were extraordinarily well pre-
served. The results challenge prevailing views of this little-
known ancient civilization, active from 1000 BC to AD 
1100-1500. Our initial publication has caused a media 
storm. This startling new evidence could help re-write the 
history of the country, since Ghaddafi had pretty much 
ignored the Garamantes and had excluded them from the 
educational curriculum: ñIt is like someone coming to Eng-

land and suddenly dis-
covering all the Nor-
man castles,ò accord-
ing to Professor David 
Mattingly. Using satel-
lite images, air-
photographs and 
ground truthing, the archaeological team has recorded 
more than 100 fortified villages with castle-like struc-
tures and several towns, most dating between AD 1-
500. Some of the mud-brick walls are still standing an 
impressive four metres high, but additionally there are 
traces of dwellings, cairn cemeteries, associated field 

systems and sophisticated irrigation systems, testament 
to the historical significance of the Garamantes state. 

At the end of January, we travelled 1400km across the 
Sahara to the UNESCO world heritage site of 
Ghadames to start a major survey project, sponsored 
by BP, of the oasis and its surrounding sites. With a 
highly skilled team of Libyan archaeologists and expats 
we started at a run, surveying half the oasis gardens in 
three weeks. Then, with little warning, the well-
documented revolution began and it became clear that 
as foreigners we were potentially at danger and we 
were certainly putting our Libyan colleagues and friends 

at risk. With a heavy heart we packed our 
equipment into storage and, promising to 
return, set out on another long journey to 
Tunisia and home. Throughout the field-
work our project team were brilliant and 
distinguished themselves in the face of 
both the challenging archaeology and tur-
bulent events that followed. We hope that 
we can all get back to Libya and its unique 
archaeology very soon. 
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The Quiet before the Storm:  

Libyan Fieldwork (January-Feb. 2011) 

Images top left: A view of the Ghadames gardens from 
the old town; Top right: PhD students Matt Hobson and  
Tyr Fothergill plus Dept of Antiquities staff member with 
project clipboards; Above: PhD student Julia Nikolaus 
with two Libyan DoA staff; Left:  A survey team among 

the abandoned gardens of the oasis 


