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THE TRANS-SAHARA

RESEARCH PROJECT

By David Mattingly, Victoria Leitch
and Martin Sterry

The Trans -Sahara Project is a major new project
being undertaken in collaboration with the Libyan De-
partment of Antiquities and funded through a highly

prestigious European Research CouncilAdvanced Re- S 2

searcher grant, awarded to Professor David Mattingly
and receives additional aid from the Leverhulme Trust,
. the Society for Liby-
an Studies and the
GeoEye Foundation
~ | Building on previ-
" ous research pro-
. jects in the School
(The Fazzan Pro-
ject, Desert Migra-
tions Project and
Peopling the Desert
Projec), Trans-
Sahara has an ambitious and challenging set
of research goals to investigate the nature
and consequences of the interconnectivity of
the Trans-Sahara zone, and the Garamantes|
civilisation in particular. Ultimately we aim to
uncover new paradigms of an interconnected
Trans-Saharan world in the pre-Islamic peri-
od that will change the academic landscape
and create an enhanced African perspective.

The project, headed by David Mattingly
supported by two postdoctoral fellows (Drs
Victoria Leitch and Martin Sterry) will com-
bine state-of-the-art archaeological fieldwork
with cutting -edge laboratory analysis, satel-
lite remote sensing and artefactual studies,
backed up by innovative theoretical model-
ling and critical engagement with published archaeo-

logical material and histori-
cal sources.

Ot her
overall comprises inter-
. disciplinary researchers
with  specialisations in
pre-history and historic
archaeology, history,
anthropology and palaeo
-anthropology, genetics,
isotopic analysis and
scientific dating tech-
nigues; we are also
joined by researchers at
the University of Cam-
bridge, led by Dr Marta

Lahr.
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Four major conferences will be held to present key
research ideas and debates and to develop an active
dialogue with invited experts in the field. With the
emphasis on open access, the core data will be availa-
ble via searchable web catalogues made available
through the Universityods

As well as books and conference proceedings, annual
interim reports will appear in specialised journals.

Four workgroups will explore the following themes:

flUrbanisation and State Formation within the

different sub-regions of the Trans-Saharan zone to
the Islamic era. Differences between Garamantian
settlements and contemporary
nucleated settlements to north
and south will be investigated.

fITrade : testing and exploring
the nature and scale of pre-
Islamic trans-Saharan contact
through detailed studies of the
artefactual remains and question-
ing how far plants, animal and
humans were traded.

fIMobile Technologies and ide-
as exchange, such as the adop-
tion of irrigation technology, met-
allurgy or advanced pyrotechnolo-
ay.

ffHuman Mobility and Identi-

ty: using scientific methods to look for the ethnic
composition of Garamantian society, and using the
material culture and burial rituals to debate expres-
sions of evolving identity across the Saharan com-
munities.

Images © Toby Savage
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By Professor Colin Wednesday morning at 3am. .. TBdeinediiy wa
tor Neil 6s deadline for School News! Act

Haselgrove truth, but it feels that way after another incredibly hectic but highly successful

year at the School. Indeed, this year saw several important new initiatives. The
MA in Archaeology is successfully up and running and will we hope be even
more popular when the planned strand in human bioarchaeology is added next year. Our new BA in Ancient History
& Classical Archaeology by Distance Learning will launch after Christmas and is recruiting encouragingly. October
saw a record intake of research postgraduates and the number of PhDs awarded in 2011 was also a record. Thanks
to all my colleagues who have worked hard to make these developments possible. We were delighted when the
University accepted our suggestion that Michael Wood should be awarded an honorary doctorate and Michael duly
graduated alongside our own students in July this year. What with 7he Story of England, Al i ¢ e Diggndpferr t 6 s
Britain (also BBC2), which featured our Burrough Hill field school this July, Lin Foxhall talking about luxury in an-
cient Greece on BBC4 and Gil | iTedaypldggamme teealayehé studenis gobthetr | f o r
results (with a record number of first class degrees), there has hardly been a month when the School has not fea-
tured in the media.

In the course of 2011, the School said its good byes to three long serving members of staff, all of whom
wi || be much missed. Audrey Horning |l eft to take wup |the
retired after eight highly successful years as Director of DL and lan Reeds left to pursue other interests. Our thanks
and best wishes to them all, as well as to Jago Cooper who has taken up a post at UCL. Since Mark left, he has
turned his hand to the manufacture of salami (they are delicious!), even starting up his own business and now tak-
ing orders, whilst Audrey, along with Alasdair Brooks and Sarah Tarlow, was instrumental in securing the Society of
Historical Archaeology 2013 Annual Meeting for Leicester; it is only the second time this prestigious conference has
been held outside the USA.

We were fortunate to be allowed to appoint three new lecturers in the wake of these departures and are
delighted to welcome Jo Appleby as lecturer in Human Bioarchaeology, Craig Cipolla as Lecturer in Historical Ar-
chaeology and Oliver Harris as Lecturer in Prehistory (see p.3 opposite). During the summer, Oliver and the col-
leagues with whom he is conducting a long-term fieldwork project on the Ardnamurchan peninsula in western Scot-
land excavated an intact Viking boat burial, one of only five in Britain. When finally announced in October, news of
the find caused a media frenzy. We are delighted to welcome back Alistair Brooks as Teaching Fellow in Historical
Archaeology and Martin Sterry as a Research Associate (RA) working with David Mattingly. Other new arrivals are
Victoria Leitch, also working with David on his 7rans-Sahara projectand Zoe Dyndor (as RA), Stephanie Maksi-
movic (Administrator) and Floris Tomasini (RA from
December) working with Sarah Tarlow on her new pro-
ject, The Power of the Criminal Corpse

Davidés grant from th
Council, the first awarded to the University, and Sa-
rahés, which is from the
make this a record year for research income to the
School. Space does not permit me to list all other suc-
cessful grant applications, but special mention can be
made of Deirdre OO Suilalongv a
with all their student collaborators i who were awarded
an AHRC Networks Grant for the Lefcester Faith Trail
This innovative project had its origins in the Level 2
Professional Skills module and has won wide praise.
See our revamped School Research web pages on cur-
rent projects for more information!

Regarding smaller new arrivals, many congrat-
ulations to Constantina Katsari and her partner on the birth of twins Eliana and Petros, to Richard Thomas and Hei-
di on the birth of their third son, Henry, and to Stefan Krmnicek and his wife on the birth of their first child, Ka-
roline. Congratulations also to Debbie MilesWilliams and Selena Thraves on their re-grading, and to our PhD post-
graduate Anna Booth (depicted above right with Audrey Horning), who was one of the team who shared Current
Ar c h a es®0ld @aoldén Trowel award for their part in the excavation of the Frome Hoard.

And a final wider thanks to everyone else, staff and student alike, who has contributed to making this yet
another highly successful year in the School.
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DR OLIVER HARRISRESH FROMHIS ETRUSCA
VIKING BOAT FINDOINS THE SCHOOLAND ROM_
Oliver Harristudied archaeology and prehistory at the UniP Q—O R EX i
ty of Sheffield, followed by a Masters in the European Neol tmrM f"‘] AY N
PhD at Cardiff University, where he focused on archaeological thed®A H A M |
and the Neolithic of Britain. Since then he has continued to: study
bpth of these areas,_although.other things keep gettingintheways + | di e d ‘
First was a postdoc in Cambridge where he researched how,the hu- , o un.
man body has been understood through time, covering alm Ié ffield L
times and places in Europe except the British Neolithic. He I h a
moved to Newcastle on a Leverhulme Early Career feIIowshap Whlcﬂ Fellow at the Britis
focused on the topic of community which did thankfully allovhhcl)mma n villas in Cambridage
back to study his favourite period. Ca fdiff Universit an d tg h (
OIi\_/er cadlirects thArdnamu_rchan Trgn_si'tions Projetiich am currently a ')I/'e aching
examines the let@ym occupation of Britain's most westerlyp &1 and, amongst other thi
sula and has seen him excavate sites from the Neolithic to't éfthe W D| stance Learni m
century AD, with a Viking boat burial thrown in for good measure ng d
(You might have heard about thalteolﬁ]usHeoﬂagm;gﬁtyl s he'd
World Archaeolp@ambridge Archaeological Jandaichaeo- ‘malr ry. uary p
logical Dialoguasd is currently completingaaitwred mono- W & ! d s the corpse, bu t I a
graph on the research ancient body and the emboc
he conducted in Ca ty more broadly. | have |
bridge. cerning O6Swaddled infants
His main researc tradition ifMMzraitamty IBIC3I6
remains Neolithic B has been supported by the
ain but he is interes Research Grant scheme 'and
in most theoretical about the Iliving for a ch
topics you care to I'talian museum archives).
name, and he is no I i ke (although am not VvV er
at least passably playing tennis and am a |

knowledgeable abo
the Vikin

Image left: Immense powers of concentration at work as Oliver

works out how to join the dots up on his site plan
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488y &a2YS OSNEB &aA3IyAUOLyd | OKASOSYSyi
G . dZNNE dz3 Kt 4 2 3 S (ORBBNILILK I KIS NDKAI R & NEWS
alff2NE 6KSNB NEyT § 13853 o0diNRI{-REERY
ddzy1 Sy FSIGdz2NBR o6dzAf RAy3Ia ¢gSNB f 20F G :
bYR ONEBYT S F36 0dNAFTE FyR wavYly a6y toducults
.NR214a0@& vdzZ NNB Kl a O2yeydsSR | yR (KS
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THE DISTANCE LEARNING NEWS PAGE
A 2011 update from Dr Ruth Young
(Director of Distance Learning Strategy)
This has been a year of changes in the School 6s Di
of all was the retirement of Dr Mark Pluciennik in May. Mark had been the Director of Distance Learning in
the School of Archaeology and Ancient History since 2003,

when Dr Alan McWhirr, the previous (and first) Director of =55
DL retired. Mark was passionately committed to DL, to mak- !
ing sure those DL students had the opportunity to study for
high quality archaeology qualifications from the University of
Leicester. With the help of Selina, Kathy, Lara and Dipti in
the DL office, plus of course humerous academics working tog
produce and maintain materials, as well as teach and mark
each module, Mark was indeed able to provide a series of very,
speci al DL courses. Under
expanded to include new MAs in Historical Archaeology and Fe=
the Archaeology of the Classical Mediterranean, and new un-
dergraduate programmes of the Level 2 Diploma in Archaeol-
ogy and the BA in Archaeology. These courses have helped
make Leicester unique among archaeology providers by dis
tance learning in the world, and we are all incredibly proud of
what we do at Leicester. Mark also continued his long stand-
ing interest in archaeological theory, publishing widely and
also writing the really interesting Level 2 Archaeological Theo-
ry module, and he co-directed the Torcicoda Project in Enna,
Sicily, exploring rural landscapes in different periods. Thank
you Mark, for all that you have done for DL at Leicester - we will all miss you. And the very best of luck with
your new sausagemaking venture.

2011 has also seen the approval of a whole new degree programme to be delivered via distance learning: a
BA in Ancient History and Classical Archaeology and is being created under the control and vision of Dr
Andy Merrills. This new BA will of course draw on some of the key research and teaching strengths of
Leicester, namely our unique combination of archaeology and ancient history within the School, along with
our concentration of classical archaeologists. Exciting new modules include Introduction to Language Skills,
being written by Dr Gillian Ramsey, and Roman Archa
fellow, Dr Emma-Jayne Graham. We hope to have our first students enrolled on this degree in early 2012.

The DL office and School Admi ni strator Sharon Nort
thinkingéd review of processes and procedures in dist
History has been selected as the first department in the university to explore the ways in which we currently
administer all aspects of our DL programmes and put in place new systems, which we hope will improve
what we do immensely for our students, our office staff, and also academic staff. The next few months will
be challenging, particularly for Sharon, Selina, Lara, Kathy and Dipti, but with the able support of Dr Nick
Ray and Julia Nikolaus who have been helping out the DL team, we hope to emerge in a few months with a
much better, more efficient system.




Page 5 ISSUE 34

Greetings from the Western Shore of the
Atlantic! Recent research on North Ameri-
can prehistoric projectiles

John Thornton Hilleary , a current and enthusiastic distance
learning archaeological student with the University of Leicester, was recently appointed site archaeologist for a trinity of
county organizations including: the Morgan Cabin Citizens Committee, the Berkeley County Historical Landmarks Com-
mission, and the Berkeley County Historical Society, all of which are located in Berkeley County, West Virginia, USA.

Alongside his studies, John has recently been assisting with the historical society where he has been engaged in th
identification of an enigmatic and unverifiable plethora of eastern North American prehistoric projectile points 1 these
going on display within the Society museum from late Spring, 2011. In total, lithic tools of 25 ancient Indian cultures from a
variety of mid -Atlantic eco-zones and comprising a multiplicity of typologies have been identified consisting of West Vir-
ginia petro graphic materials including chert, quartz, silicious slate and quartzite. Non indigenous lithic species encompass
banded, porphyritic and mottled rhyolite from Pennsylvania sus-
pected of having manuported into what is now West Virginia

BERKELEY OOl ﬂw;w RICAL SUCTETY through the auspices of aboriginal warring and regional trading
activities over the millennia.
. PROJECTILE TYPE: LAMOKA-LIXE FOINTS For those keen on the technology and cultures, the pro-
. AGE; 20008C P :
| GEDIOGY: RHYOLIT, CHERT ject_lle chronology rese_arched touches ona bisected Upper Paleo
. LOCATION OF FIND: FALLING WATRRS Indian/Lower Archaic time frame with the side -notched Big
ppBIRARXS: TWO VARIETIES VERR REFORTED BY VILLIAM Sandy and Lerma points being represented at 8000-7500BC fol-
RITCHIE IN 1961 ALTHDUGH SEVERAL VARIE- . g .
TIES ARE PUSSIRLE: FuUuD v aLL mooanss l lowed by the well executed sideside-notched and serrated Kirk
- AND ARE MADE FRON QUARTY, QuarTziTE, cumell point at 6000BC. Early, Mid and Late Woodland projectiles are
; sufficiently appointed from the Glengary, Tuscarora and Falling
Waters regions with a conspicuous number of Levanna and Yad-
kin triangular points dominating the Society collection and da-
ting from the start of the first millennium AD all the way up to
European Contact.

Part of the exciting archaeological endeavor involves microscopic investigation of the almost physically and chemically
indestructible quartz, and cryptocrystalline flint specimens to ascertain prehistoric human induced abrasion, scratches and
blemishes that transpired during animal protein processing, wood working and probable attempts at tool recutting. The
tool analyses, furthermore, dramatizes a specialized challenge for weathered rhyolithic projectiles in regard to centuries of
surficial chemical decomposition from an initial freshly cut rhyolite projectile into a devitrified artifact, and mechanics ¢ on-
nected with measuring the geologic change, and a correlation drawn between a geochemical analysis and the age of primae
val ethnologies. All very inspiring and rewarding work!

Johndés former archaeological work has included dmnlianayat i

burial site in southern Maryland and in England at Middleton Stoney. More recent archaeological indulgences have oc-
curred at his own historic farm in the eastern panhandle of West Virginia, Cool Spring Farm, the site of an 18"-century cel-
lar. After four excavation seasons over 35 industries have been revealed. The State of West Virginia has already given the
site official recognition.

Jess McCullough has a background in

MEET A DISTANCE history. He graduated cum laude from the
LEARNING PHD College of St. Scholastica with a B.A. in

History and a minor in Medieval & Renais-
STUDENT: JESS sance Studies (2005). This led to a re-
search assistantship and an M.A. at Mar-
McCULLOUGH quette University in 2007. The University
of Leicesterds DL Phl#
began this October, coming over to meet his supervisors, other School
staff and fellow PhD students in Induction Week) appealed to him for its
flexibility and reputation, and his current doctoral research is on the
Christianization of the Norse Greenland colonies. He lives on the shore of
the largest lake in the world with his wife, Harmony, and daughter Cora. In
the summer he operates a 2586 trebuct
erating it with them, not firing his friends off with the trebuchet!!

)
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A busy and
excavation BURROUGH HILL 6
ton Mowbray
place in Ju THE 2011 SEASON
Hi | | is the -
vall ate (si r e
tershire an
Schedul ed M
received at
chaeol ogi st
century but desscpailte
cavations in the p
vel opment of the s
stood.
I n 2010 the Schoo
Ancient History b
ject focussed on
ing |l andscape to
our knowl edge. Th
a five year <combi
progr amme and i s
me mber s from the - 0
house archaeol ogi cal uni t ULAS. Excavation traini
dents who are involsvieede irne caorwliidey rteercgenigfuesn The B
in understanding the site itself, but al so has t he
Mi dl ands and on how such sites were used in the RO
hillfort into the context of its environs, with the
base of Burrough Hill on the | ookout for new sites
ol ogy Scheme.
Preliminary work in 2010 involved a geophysical s u
vealed a mass of activity within the hillfort and
Within the hillfort sever al hundred pits, smal | enc
roundhouses and enclosures | ay to the eavwsits i toeud stiwlo
earlier excavations (Trenches 1 & 2), l earni ng muct
This yeardés excavat
't o |l ook at the ext
Il ying on flat | and
—3»-
pa-ﬁJl PhotTossp: View of Tren
_x‘ ing the three main
' excavation: the two
the foreground and o
dshaped enclosure |
ground.
Left: Trench 4 show
rampart cor e, | lar ge
(bottom centre), ent
wal | (bottom | ef t)
chamber (centre)
Opposite: Cl ose up
showing the wupstjandi
o f the entrance char
nal floor | ayers | and
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Trentclar@eted the extramur al sseht at pl eedme rou

and sever al |l arge pits were comprehe avat

l ow) . Both roundhousedriweragulrleipeg e seml y W

havi ng-eashoffalki ng entrance. The buil ed

daub and ani mal bone and-drheimul bc e ut |

recorded so that analysis of depapged s C

sure proved quite tricky to defipihme eld ryorl

tur e, al se awittelm na emor almc e, was T eved ncl

gins but contained numerous Roman fi fin

into di suse at the end of the Iron Age. Further R C

| arge rectangul ar enclosure probabl y f ecenltiureystRonka

from this feature have hel pedlrbagiAgetacthairagteni ¢

side the hillfort. Various pliitsedveard aprsob &xlcyavas @

Age pottery and bone was recovered from sever al pit

guern, this made of millstone grit from the Penni ne

Anot her pit haworki fSsistns '

a compl et-eeadon spe

Trencehxtdended | ast

hillfort entrance wi

about the construct

and to investigate t

chamber/ guard r oom.

rampart constructio

clear phases of dev

mi dden to the rear

much I ron Age potte

pieces from beehive

brooch

The eastern half of

room proved to be

preservation, wi t h

ple floor l evel s, a

wor k Once the back

various c¢clay and silt floors and hearths were

reveal ed, some with good assembl ages of pottery an

were | ittered around the fire, |ike a |living surfac

The big surprise came from a | arge pit beneath the

young adult mal e. He had been buried with some res

mar kabdpy ewek ved. I nter-@édasteadgt get hampdbutri akt em=ei on,

the edastegrehe earlier phase of the entrance rampar

opment of the hillfort entrance.

Outreach work and publlc invol vement were prominent

own Burrough Hill, nabled us to employ an Educatic

t hat we intend to bUIld upon in future seasons. A

vide activities for follow on | essons. We also had

day Summer School to enable a group of 15/16 year

over 600 visitors, while the annual guided wal k ©br

excitement of Burrough Hill to a much wider audi enc

the BBC;Ditdhegi fg rfsawa8rbtaadcast in September; the

foll owing on from his Kibworth series, wil.l air nex

For more information and i mages Vi sit:
http://www2.l e.ac.uk/ depart menhsilrhagldidddloagy/ r
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MASTERING ANCIENT GREECE

This last Easter, students on the  MA in the Classical Mediterranean went on
a week long study tour to Athens. We had a very busy week visiting museums,
sites and monuments across the city, as
well as taking two day trips to visit the
sites of Eleusis, Thorikos and Sounion.
The trip allowed all of us, both students
(many of these studying by Distance
Learning) and staff (i.e. myself and
Melissa Vetters of the  7racing Net-
works project), to meet each other in
person and to put some faces to names.
It was also a brilliant opportunity for
students to immerse themselves fully in
the classical world, waking up to views
of the Parthenon in the morning and
spending each day surrounded by the
physical remains of the ancient world.

From prehistoric tombs to late an-

; LR Some of the MA students playing ancient hide and seek
tique fortification walls, we explored the at the sanctuary of Demeter

full chronological range of the classical past,

thinking about the changes and continuities in Athenian life over many centuries. We visited cemeteries
such as the Kerameikos, cult centres such as the Temple of Poseidon at Eleusis, and economic hubs such
as the Roman and Athenian agoras. The archaeological remains themselves were of course a crucial focus
of the visit, but we were also interested in the way the classical past was presented to the visitor. In

particular the new Acropolis Muse-
The learned MASTGH ‘ um, with its innovative architec-

group gather to soak up ture and purpqse built galleries,
sun, culture and antiquity made us re-think the ways we look
at the stunning Temple of at classical sculpture and how we
Poseidon at Sounion interpret its social meaning.

But perhaps the most unforget-
table experience of the trip was
our long hike up to the summit of
Thori kos®&6 acropol
warded, not only by being able to
explore some Bronze Age tholos
tombs, but also with a breathtak-
| ing view over the ancient theatre
and city of Thorikos, out across
" the Aegean Sea. After that, we
~“ rounded off the whole trip with a
hearty lunch together at a traditional taverna on the beach - the perfect end to an exhausting but very
rewarding week!

Naoise Mac Sweeney

and
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r e nbeariblert he monographs can be ordered from the Scho
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PHOTO CAPTION
COMPETITION!

WINUeZAg] jo

Well, these new undergraduates
seem to be becoming more varied in
their origins, but at least they seem

to know their way around a
bookshelf...

Ideas for suited captions on an e
card to the editor, please! As
normal, although no one seems to
pay notice to this, we request that
entrants attach a £10 note for major
admini strative g
clips are expensive, you know!
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The Qui et before the

Li byan FieldwbBbek. (2ahb

By Martin Sterry, Davi.ld amdt_atnidngu?deanhm di s -
. . . covering al t he Nor -
Victoria Leitch ma n castles, 0 accord-
ing to Professor David
With fieldwork to do in thrmetdi hleyenUsoagesaltagt wjinte
knew this was going to be Oluirt gnosti magmegl,icated and am-
bitious season yet. Januar|yphion ogh@aphgzzananment by iln a
bl ur . The Buri al s and I denlgirtoiuensd tteamhdung, t omes ar 6hdedl
the Kings and Queens' cemebeki ashanclioe ftoad t i heiekfea yttrl
mantian capital of Jar ma. - Miydvway atnhdr osuegvhe r ad sStmpawlnls , s|unrbo s
group of the team conductedsaobr Befme ebkrpiltcOkleatrmurdys salmre eyt
the Murzug area-e(@cs.t200 okm Jspgriptale ssThe four metres hilgh,
traces of dwel l i ngs, cairn ¢
purpose was to visit on the ground a selection of the sp
tacular sites we had been rlecording from satellite image
Guided by GPS and Google Ejarth, in just 5 days we sur -
veyed a staggering 80 separ@¥étemptpBrhenPBNi T rat8gst R
and cemeteries, with only oé@ashénhissoépsaiopigahficanc
What we found exceeded all ||[AkpkBeaenNndnd®f PROURGNVK e tHéE
fortified villages we had m%fb%férdatJroneHh%utU'\{EoSChoayé"cble@
built by the Garamantes andGChadamest f8onsdiaddria ymajedr] Sy
served. The results challe-1ﬁ¥ frpevapifl_itn e vQ aswisS ofNEnjé s
known ancient civilization,higddiyvekilbmd 1to9adam gof tbd bxpn
11010500 Our initial publichd iotharnaesd @dudfed UB. meWliveyir
storm. This startling weiwt @evhhedhceveekPl-d hRemnp, revi t h-) it
history of the country, sif@c6umanygadsrrienalgutpiroen tbye gmic K
ignored the Garamantes and| d2dfe@%X€i 98BHSt Wem Werlfotm R tftee n't
educational curriculum: fAltWepEe| fREtBbMmMe¥nBUEbMPGgOo¥b Ei
at risk. With a heavy h
equi pment into storage
return, set out on @anot
Tunisia and home Tihr ot
wor k our project t elam
di stinguished themsel ve
both the challenging ar
bul ent events that foll
we can all get back |t o
archaeol ogy very soon
Images top left: A view of the Ghadames gardens from
the old town; Top right: PhD students Matt Hobson and
Tyr Fothergill plus Dept of Antiquities staff member with
project clipboardshove: PhD student Julia Nikolaus
with two Libyan DoA steff; A survey team among
the abandoned gardens of the oasis




